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Tuesday, sepTember 8, 2009
a newsleTTer for The grand valley  
sTaTe universiTy communiTy
published by news & information services
Grand Valley and the University of Michigan  
established an Early Assurance Program in  
which U-M students completing their  
undergraduate studies at the School of  
Kinesiology can be admitted to Grand Valley’s  
master’s degree program in occupational  
therapy.  
The program will become effective in the fall  
2010 semester; applicants meeting 
requirements will be assured admittance to 
Grand Valley’s OT program. The program will  
accommodate up to three qualified U-M 
students annually; at the end of the two-year  
agreement, there will be six U-M students  
enrolled, or 12 percent of the total number  
of students enrolled.
The agreement was signed September 1 at 
the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences.
Provost Gayle R. Davis said partnerships such  
as this will improve the environment for 
higher education in the state. “We’re saving 
resources and money,” she said. “Through 
these joint ventures, students from all academic 
programs that are housed within this building 
can come together in shared experiences 
that will help enrich their education.”
Teresa Sullivan, provost and 
executive vice president for 
Academic Affairs at U-M,  
explained that while 
U-M does not offer an 
occupational therapy 
program, “Our students 
can benefit from the strong 
program at Grand Valley.”
“This agreement will allow  
them to seek out a graduate  
school in our state and 
allow us to keep our 
students in Michigan,” 
Sullivan said.
Sullivan was accompanied 
by Gregory Cartee, 
professor and interim 
dean of the School 
of Kinesiology; and 
Patricia Van Volkinburg, 
academic program coordinator.
President Thomas J. Haas welcomed the 
participants and emphasized the importance 
of cooperation among the state’s universities. 
“Collaboration serves the public interest and 
strengthens our communities,” he said.
Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for Health, called  
the caliber of Grand Valley and U-M students  
superior. “We’re providing essential services  
and leadership to the state through this  
partnership,” she said.
Agreement will benefit health professions students
Across Campus
Campus mourns 
loss of dean
Funeral services were held September 4 for  
Oliver Wilson, dean of Multicultural Affairs,  
who died August 31 following a battle with  
cancer. He was 44.
Wilson was named dean of the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs in 2003. Prior to that, he  
worked for Grand Valley’s Admissions office 
and had served as its associate director of 
minority recruitment. He joined Grand Valley’s 
staff in 1997. A memorial service for the campus 
community will be held at a later date.
Wilson is survived by his wife, Sandy, and three  
children. He left an indelible mark on Grand 
Valley’s campus, and served on a number of  
committees dedicated to inclusion. He helped  
establish the Professionals of Color Lecture  
Series, bringing national speakers to campus  
to share their stories of career success or 
triumph over personal adversity; co-chaired  
the Team Against Bias and was instrumental in 
establishing the university’s bias incident  
protocol; advised numerous student 
organizations; and served on the Intercultural  
Awareness Council, Diversity Assessment  
Committee, and others.
President Thomas J. Haas said he was saddened 
by the news and for the loss of a friend. He 
reflected on Wilson’s leadership skills and said 
his positive impact was widespread. “Oliver’s 
guidance has really helped us create a better 
atmosphere, a better culture for inclusion and 
acceptance of diversity in the most positive way 
at Grand Valley State University,” said Haas.
Bart Merkle, vice provost and dean of students,  
said Wilson had a “phenomenal impact”  
on Grand Valley’s students. “He related very  
continues on page 2
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
U-M Provost Teresa Sullivan speaks before the signing of an early assurance 
agreement between Grand Valley and the University of Michigan. Pictured from 
left are Gregory Cartee, Sullivan, Thomas J. Haas and Gayle R. Davis.
File photo 
Oliver Wilson, dean of Multicultural Affairs, is pictured 
here at a Martin Luther King Day Celebration. He died 
on August 31 following a battle with cancer.
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well to students in so many positive ways,” Merkle said. “Oliver never  
wavered in his belief that students and other people he worked with  
can accomplish more than they think is possible. He was very student  
focused and passionate about education and how it can transform  
lives and open doors.”
Wilson earned a doctorate in educational leadership from Western  
Michigan University, a master’s degree in public administration and a  
bachelor’s degree in business education, both from the University  
of Wyoming.
Donations can be made to the “Oliver Wilson Fund” for the benefit of the  
family at any Huntington Bank location.
2009 United Way Campaign: Building 
on success in West Michigan
Last fall, the entire nation was in the midst of an economic 
meltdown of frightening proportions. For local United Way 
organizations, the bad news sparked two troublesome trends — 
calls for assistance rocketed while donations plummeted.
Members of the Grand Valley community heard the call and responded 
to the crisis. In 2008, Grand Valley’s United Way Campaign raised 
more than $141,000 — an increase of $10,000 over the previous year. 
And for the first time since 2002, more than 50 percent of faculty and 
staff members gave. In total, 66 percent of faculty and staff returned 
their forms, which marked an 8 percent increase over 2007. 
That participation made a big difference for local United Ways. While 
many other United Ways across the nation posted decreases as great 
as 15 percent, both Kent County’s Heart of West Michigan United Way 
and Greater Ottawa United Way were down 4 percent in the 2008 
campaign. Because of that success, both organizations were able to tap 
into reserve funds and maintain current levels of funding to agencies 
battling an uncertain economy and diminished funding sources. 
“When we placed the call to the community that the campaign might 
be struggling due to economic conditions, many organizations and 
individuals responded, 
and Grand Valley was one 
of those organizations,” 
said Michael C. De Meyer, 
vice president of Strategic 
Marketing and Donor 
Relations at Heart of West 
Michigan United Way. “We 
greatly value our partnership 
with Grand Valley and appreciate its response to last year’s campaign.”
Patrick Moran, president of Greater Ottawa County United 
Way, agreed. “It doesn’t take a small number of people doing 
everything, it takes everybody doing their part,” he said. “West 
Michigan is extremely supportive in general, and we look forward 
to continuing our wonderful partnership with Grand Valley.”
Even though Grand Valley faculty and staff gave at record levels 
last year, many community needs persist. That’s why it is important 
for members of the Grand Valley community to give during the 
2009 campaign, which runs September 30 through October 14. 
Moran said one in four people in Ottawa County are served by a United 
Way program. De Meyer noted that Kent County continues to face 
challenges. Calls to United Way’s 2-1-1 referral hotline have increased. 
Often this is the first place people turn to for help when they don’t know 
where to go. Calls to 2-1-1 support reports that nearly 90,000 people in 
Michigan will lose their unemployment benefits by the end of this year, 
with more than 5,000 coming from Kent County alone. Requests for 
emergency food assistance have increased by 21 percent in the past year. 
Mortgage assistance requests have increased year to date by 82 percent.
“Working together for the common good is what strong, successful 
communities do, especially when times are tough. We’re 
counting on the giving spirit of the West Michigan community to 
demonstrate itself again in this year’s campaign,” De Meyer said.
Across Campus
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KCON holds orientation
Photo courtesy of KCON 
At right, Wanda Moreland, students services coordinator for the Kirkhof 
College of Nursing, talks with pre-nursing majors during an orientation 
session held August 29 in Loutit Lecture Hall. About 170 students attended 
the day’s two sessions.
Forum  |  September 8, 2009   3
Reception planned 
for IFF
International Faculty and Friends will begin  
its series of monthly events with an opening  
reception on Thursday, September 10, from 4-6 
p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room.
IFF offers offer GVSU faculty and staff unique 
opportunities to learn about international 
culture and cuisine over shared meals and short 
presentations. Monthly events are hosted by 
two faculty members and engage participants  
by connecting faculty and staff members  
across disciplines. 
At the reception, President Thomas J. Haas will 
make opening remarks at 4:30 p.m. Light hors 
d’oeuvres and refreshments, including  
a selection of beer and wine, will be served.  
No RSVPs are needed.
For more information about future IFF events, 
contact Ed Aboufadel at aboufade@gvsu.edu .
Day of Caring service 
opportunities available
The Women’s Center will sponsor three  
opportunities for faculty and staff members to 
participate in the National Day of Service  
on Friday, September 11.
Volunteers can paint soup bowls for Catholic 
Charities’ annual fundraiser, Soups on For 
All, from 9 a.m.-noon at the 303 Division Ave. 
office. Girl Scouts of Michigan, on Walker 
Avenue, will host volunteers for a deck repair 
from 1:30-4:30 p.m. The Children’s Enrichment 
Center will host a clean-up from 2-4 p.m.
To volunteer, visit www.gvsu.edu/women_cen 
and click “RSVP for Programs.” For more 
information, call the Women’s Center at x12748.
Events planned to 
celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month
Numerous events and lectures are planned by 
the Office of Multicultural Affairs to celebrate 
Hispanic Heritage Month at Grand Valley.
The Latino Student Union will kick off events 
on September 14 and 15, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 
with a celebration of Latino music near the 
Cook Carillon Tower. All events during the 
month-long celebration are open to the public 
and free of charge; for more information, 
contact the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
at x12177 or visit www.gvsu.edu/oma .
• Immigration Forum, September 14, 6-9 p.m., 
DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium, Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus: Panelists scheduled are 
Richard Kessler, attorney; Andrew Schlewitz,  
Latin American Studies faculty member; Jeff  
Smith, Grand Rapids Institute for Information  
Democracy; and Mary Vaccaro, Catholic  
Information Center.
• “Wall of Shadows,” September 16, 4-5:30 
p.m., Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room: 
Filmmaker Barbara Martinez Jitner will discuss 
her documentary “Wall of Shadows,” which  
exposed crime and corruption in Juarez,  
Mexico. She is part of the Professionals of  
Color Lecture Series.
• Latinos: Beyond Tacos and Sombreros, 
September 21, noon-1 p.m., Kirkhof Center, 
Grand River Room: Juan A. Colon will explore 
the stereotypes and myths of the Hispanic  
and Latino cultures. 
• Voices of Immigration: The Challenge of 
Being a Foreign Writer in America, 
September 24, 11a.m.-noon, Kirkhof Center, 
Grand River Room: Peruvian writer Hemil 
Garcia Linares will share his experiences 
as a non-American author in the U.S.
• Latinos in the U.S., September 30, 4-6 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room: Enrique 
Figueroa, director of the Roberto Hernandez 
Center at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, will discuss race relations that 
move beyond a black-white paradigm.
• Conversations about “Cartoneros,” October 
6, 4-6 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Grand River 
Room: Ernesto Livon-Grossman, director of 
“Cartoneros,” will discuss his film via Skype. 
The movie follows the paper recycling process 
in Buenos Aires from the trash pickers to 
executives in large mills. The film records the 
economic and social crisis in that country that 
ensued after the paper industry collapsed.
• Leadership for our Diverse Communities, 
October 14, 6-7 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center: 
Juana Bordas, president of Mestiza Leadership 
International, will share strategies to 
build communities in diverse societies.
• Discovering the Meaning of the Day of the 
Dead, October 28-29, noon-2 p.m., Kirkhof 
Center, Grand River Room: Local artist Erick 
Pichardo will discuss altar making to celebrate 
“Dia de Los Muertos,” or the Day of the Dead.
Many campus departments are co-sponsors of 
Hispanic Heritage Month events: Women’s  
Center, Women’s Commission, Inclusion 
and Equity, Latin American Studies, College 
of Education, Housing, Honors College, 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Modern 
Languages and Literatures, Pew Student 
Services and Padnos International Center.
Music kicks off  
Fall Arts Celebration
Grand Valley’s Fall Arts Celebration kicks off  
Monday, September 14, at 8 p.m. when the  
Department of Music presents “L’histoire  
du Soldat” (A Soldier’s Tale). The performance  
will be in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, in  
the Performing Arts Center, on the Allendale  
Campus. 
Grand Valley’s artist-faculty will perform 
the 1918 theatrical work designed to be read, 
played, and danced. Based on a Russian folk 
tale set to music by Igor Stravinsky, “L’histoire 
du Soldat” is the story of a young soldier 
who foolishly gives his violin to the devil in 
exchange for a book that promises wealth 
by predicting the economy of the future. 
Music Department Chair Danny Phipps 
explains that Stravinsky had been writing large  
scale, complex ballets such as “Petrushka” and  
“The Rite of Spring” for Sergei Diaghilev and  
the Ballet Russe. With the outbreak of World  
War I, the composer was forced into exile  
in Switzerland without sustainable sources  
of income and a loss of royalties from his  
earlier works.  
“This piece is significant because of the 
transparent approach to composition, 
including the limited number of instruments, 
costumes and set designs, necessitated by 
the times,” said Phipps. “It is seen as the 
beginning of Stravinsky’s eventual move 
to ‘neoclassical’ or ‘new classical’ style.” 
Performed most often as a suite of nine pieces 
of music, without narration or mime, Grand 
Valley is reviving Stravinsky’s original format. 
Phipps credits Kevin Tutt, assistant department 
chair and conductor, for pulling all of the 
various parts together into an impressive whole.
“The overall mood is somber in this cautionary 
tale, composed by a man in exile, seeing the 
world through jaded eyes,” said Tutt. “There 
is a sense of bitterness and a loss of hope, yet 
it is a tremendously rewarding performance.” 
Performing the music will be MingHuan Xu, 
violin; Arthur Campbell, clarinet; Phipps, 
bassoon; Mark Williams, trombone; and Greg  
Secor, percussion, among others. Dance and  
mime will be performed by Shawn T Bible,  
other members of the dance faculty and  
special guest dancers. 
For more information, visit www.
gvsu.edu/fallarts , or call x12180.
What’s Ahead
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
The Department of Music presents ‘L’histoire du 
Soldat’ (A Soldier’s Tale) on Monday to kick off Fall 
Arts Celebration events.
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General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Through Sept. 25
Gallery Hours: Returning to Earth: Recent 
Paintings by Jill Eggers. Art Gallery, PAC.
Tues., Sept. 8
7 p.m.: Campus Life Night. FH. Call x12345 
for more information.
Wed., Sept. 9
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1104 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information.
Thurs., Sept. 10
7:30 a.m.: GVSU Downtown Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more informa-
tion.
10 a.m.: Counseling Center hosts QPR 
(Question, Persuade, Refer). 203 STU. For 
more information call x13266.
Noon: Women’s Commission meeting. 2264 
KC. Call x12748 for more information.
2 p.m.: AWRI Seminar. “The Devil is in the 
Sediments: Internal Phosphorus Loading 
in Lakes,” by Gerturd Nurnberg. Multi-
purpose Room, LMC. Call x13864 for 
more information. 
4 p.m.: Padnos International Center hosts 
IFF reception. Pere Marquette Room, KC. 
Call x13898 for more information.
5 p.m.: Opening Reception for “Returning to 
Earth.” Art Gallery, PAC.
Fri., Sept. 11
All Day: Women’s Center hosts Day of 
Caring. Visit www.gvsu.edu/women_cen 
for more information.
3 p.m.: Memorial Service for L. William 
Seidman. LAT, PAC. Call x12180 for more 
information.
Mon., Sept. 14
11 a.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month kick-off. 
Cook Carillon Tower. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/oma for more information.
6 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event: 
“Immigration Forum.” Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12177 for more 
information.
8 p.m.: Falls Arts Celebration: GVSU Music 
Department presents “L’histoire du Soldat 
(A Soldier’s Tale).” LAT, PAC. Call x12180 
for more information.
Sports
Sept. 7-8
All Day: Women’s Golf hosts Laker Classic at 
the Meadows.
Fri., Sept. 11
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Northwood 
University.
Sat., Sept. 12
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Wayne State 
University.
7 p.m.: Football hosts Saginaw Valley State 
University.
Sun., Sept. 13
Noon: Soccer hosts Ferris State University.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Robert Hollister, assistant professor of biology, 
was interviewed by WOOD-TV and Michigan  
Radio for stories about his research on the  
effects of global warming on vegetation in  
the Arctic.
Kathy Agard, executive director of the Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy, was interviewed by 
MiBiz for a story about how the nonprofit 
sector is adjusting to the economy.
Elena Lioubimtseva, associate professor of 
geography and planning, was interviewed by  
Country Lines Magazine about the new 
environmental studies minor at Grand Valley.
Sketches
Dan Bergman, assistant professor of biomedical 
sciences, wrote a book, Conditions Influencing 
Aggression: Extrinsic and Intrinsic Factors that 
Behaviorally Modify Agonistic Interactions 
between Crayfish, published by VDM Verlag.
Kingshuk Majumdar, assistant professor of 
physics, wrote an article, “Non-Linear Spin  
Wave Theory Results for the Frustrated,”  
published in the Journal of Physics: Condensed 
Matter.
Dee Ann Sherwood Bosworth, director of 
Intercultural Training, gave a presentation, 
“Respect in the Global Workplace: Valuing 
Difference from Higher Education to Health  
Care,” at Borgess Health System. 
Elizabeth Eubanks, computer operations 
supervisor for Information Technology, gave a 
presentation, “Ministry, Home and Workplace,” 
at the annual Leadership Conference of the 
Apostolic Church of God in Muskegon.
John Harper Philbin, associate professor 
of communications, had his film, “October 
Surprise,” selected for the Chicago 
International Reel Shorts Fest 2009.
David M. Stark, associate professor of history, 
gave a presentation, “Slavery and the Service  
Economy in 1673 San Juan,” at the Latin  
American Studies Association meeting in  
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
George McBane, associate professor of 
chemistry, co-wrote an article, “Production 
of Oxygen Herzberg States in the Deep UV 
Photodissociation of Ozone,” published 
in the Journal of Chemical Physics.
Erik Dane, client services manager for 
Conference and Event Planning, received the 
Certified Meeting Professional designation 
through the Convention Industry Council. 
Valerie V. Peterson, associate professor of 
communication, gave a presentation, “Sex, 
Drugs, and Media Ecology,” on a competitively  
selected panel at the 10th Annual Media  
Ecology Association Convention in St. Louis,  
Missouri.
